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chance of expansion for the Balkan states, and would put them
under Austria's thumb. Thirdly, the fact that the Powers had
made no more than a mild protest when Italy conquered
Tripoli seemed to indicate that they would be equally acquies-
cent in a further dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire.
So during the summer of 1912 Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria and
Montenegro put their heads together. They agreed to make war
on Turkey simultaneously and to partition Macedonia and
Albania between themselves. The chief part in arranging this
compact was played by Venizelos, the Greek Premier; but it
was secretly encouraged by Russia, anxious as always to check
Austrian expansion in the Peninsula. In October 1912 the
Balkan quartet presented a Note to the Turks, and when their
demands were refused they declared war. The Great Powers
did not anticipate that the Turks would have much difficulty
in dealing with the situation, for their army was a quarter of
a million strong, trained by German officers and armed with
German weapons. But under the strain of war their organ-
isation—and especially their commissariat—broke down com-
pletely, while the Balkan peoples revealed an unexpected
capacity for modern warfare. The Bulgars invaded Thrace,
overwhelmed the main Turkish army at Lule Burgas, and
pushed on to the Chatalja Lines within twenty miles of Con-
stantinople. One Serbian army invaded Macedonia, where they
captured Monastir and 40,000 prisoners, while another crashed
through Albania to the Adriatic. The Montenegrins struck
southwards and seized Scutari. The Greeks won a brilliant
victory at Janitza, which led to the occupation of Saionica, their
heart's desire; while their navy captured the few remaining
Aegean islands still under Turkish rule. All this happened with-
in the space of two months (October and November 1912).
The " impossible " had come to pass, and the Triple Alliance
Powers were as disconcerted as they were amazed. If Serbia
extended her sway over Albania there would be a Slav belt from
the Danube to the Adriatic which would bar all future Austrian
expansion in the peninsula and would put a stop to Italian hopes

